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OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR
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Phone: (402) 471-2244
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Ut i n

December 24, 2002 Mike Johanns

Governor
Doug Christensen
Commissioner of Education
Nebraska Department of Education

301 Centennid Mal South
Lincoln, NE 68509

RE: Title92, NAC, Chapter 10 - Appendix C (Science Content Standards)
Dear Doug:

| have approved the above-referenced regul ations proposed by your agency and
havefiled thesewith the Nebraska Secretary of State. Asyou know, the evolution theory section
of the proposed science content standards generated controversy amongst severa organizations
andindividuals. | have been made aware of your commitment at the State Board of Education’s
public meeting on adoption of theseregulationsto providefurther technical andimplementation
guidanceto our public school superintendentsregarding thisprovision of the science standards. |
a so appreciatethe State Board of Education’s position that the science standardsallow local
districtsand teachersthe academic freedom to present and discuss argumentsfor and against the
Darwiniantheory of evolutionrather than mandatethe* teaching of” one particular evolutionary
theory.

| would appreciateyou providing my officewith any further materialsor
guidancethat your agency providesto Nebraskapublic schoolson thismatter. Thiswould be
hel pful to mein addressing citizeninquirieson thisimportant issue.
Sincerdy,

przand

Mike Johanns
Governor

cc: Governor'sPolicy Research Office
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